Celebrating Conservation District Week
Spring/Summer
2022

The McKean County District met with legislators to discuss the impact of completed
projects and the necessity for additional funding in the FY 22-23 State budget.
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Throughout 2021, the District implemented various projects having a positive impact to
our waterways. These projects showed our landowners and municipalities practices to restore
and improve our waterways and roads. Several organizations were vital to the success of the
projects including Hancock Forest Management, Lyme Timber Management, Trout Unlimited,
Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies, municipalities, DEP, PA Fish & Boat Commission,
Headwaters RC&D Council, State Conservation Commission, National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, Dyne Excavating and the Port Allegany and Kane Volunteer Fire Companies.
Conservation Districts across the Commonwealth have been running on the same allocation from DEP and the Department of Agriculture since FY 2004-2005. There has not been an
increase in funding but there has been a significant increase in the required output measures. A
request and discussion was held
on doubling the line items in the
budgets for DEP and Department
of Agriculture.
The District’s primary
goal is the development, improvement and conservation of
the county’s soil, water and related resources as well as educating
the community in various conservation and environmental practices. Many of the programs held
throughout 2021 were highlighted
during the meeting; showing the
significance of educating the
community about the importance
of conserving resources and keeping communities safe environmentally.

My Growing Tree Program
The District spent the last
two weeks of April celebrating Arbor Day by presenting the “My
Growing Tree” program to youth
including all the first or second
grade students in each of the public
schools. There was 500 red oak
seedlings handed out to the students
along with a poster that included
charts to enable the students to
monitor their own height as well as
the growth of their tree. Support for
this year’s program was provided by
the Department of Environmental
Protection’s 2021 Environmental
Education Grants Program.”
Stan Hess (pictured left),
Retired Service Forester and Chris
Beaver from DCNR, Bureau of Forestry, Commissioner Cliff Lane and
staff members from the District spoke about the importance of Arbor Day and how trees help to protect and improve our water resources. Students learned about the water cycle and the different ways
trees help decrease pollution in streams by providing a protective barrier called a riparian buffer and
by stabilizing streambanks with their roots.
Students learned the parts of the tree. Presenters also discussed how to plant a tree and did
an activity that illustrates how forests are renewable which points out cutting trees is not bad when
practiced in a sustainable manner. The program finished with the students reciting a
pledge to conserve our natural resources and
to work for a cleaner and healthier McKean
County.
The District has been doing the My
Growing Tree program for 15 years handing
out around 7,500 trees to either first or second grade students in McKean County.
Thank you Tina Dynda Dunkle for sharing
this picture of your son (shown here), a graduating senior, with the tree he received when
he was in first grade. Thank you for taking
good care of your tree! We would love for
others to share their pictures of how well
their trees are doing to our Facebook page.
www.facebook.com/McKeanConservation
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Forest Health For Clean Water Programs
The District was awarded an Environmental Educational Grant through DEP to deliver education programs to McKean County
students. The goals of the program include
increasing environmental awareness among
youth; appreciation of natural resources and
healthy ecosystems; teaching methods to complete stewardship projects; encouraging critical thinking, issues investigation, and decision
-making skills; leading and encouraging actions to improve watersheds and stream health
among students.
To reach these goals, the Conservation
District provided educational programs, such
as the My Growing Tree Program (see page 2)
and hands-on learning programs. The overall
arching theme was environmental stewardship,
healthy forests, watersheds, and ecosystems,
and the role of citizens in actions that help
their local community and environment.

The Students throughout the county
were exposed to the basic knowledge of the
role of forests and trees in a watershed. Living
in a predominantly forested county, this is important information. This program recognizes
Smethport Students utilizing the District’s “Watershed our students will be future citizens, with the
Wonders” hands-on loanable kit.
potential to preserve forests functioning as watershed filters and protection.
The students learned:


Importance of trees and their impact on watersheds.



Non-point source pollution and how human activities can change both the amount and
quality of water in streams.



Watersheds and how they feel clean water and watershed health could be impacted by climate change.



Developed troubleshooting skills and thought about environmental problems particularly
related to non-point source pollution. If the forest is replaced with parking lots or driveways, rainwater can flow more quickly as surface runoff to streams, which may cause
flooding.

Supplemental hands-on materials in a loanable kit were also offered. These resources will
provide basic lessons on watersheds and the importance of forested watersheds and can be utilized
by upper elementary, middle, or high school grade levels. Support for these programs were provided
by the Department of Environmental Protection’s 2021 Environmental Education Grants Program.”
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“Wild” Envirothon

The ‘Wild’ Envirothon was held
on Thursday, May 5, 2022 hosted by the
Veterans Memorial in Port Allegany. The
event included teams from both Cameron
and McKean Counties.

During this hands-on competition,
students may be asked to measure a
tree…identify a frog or toad call…or determine soil erosion potential according to
a soil survey. They work as a 5-member
team to answer questions, and use their
critical thinking to find solutions to reality
-based situations.

The Bradford Bees Envirothon Team, Overall winners of the
“Wild Envirothon. L-R Amber Eschrich, Mary Bukowski,
Tripp Hoover, Tim Mulcahy and Steven Williams.

Partners helping to make the day
possible included DCNR Bureau of Forestry, PA Game Commission, USDA Natural Resources & Conservation Service, Penn State Extension, McKean County Court of Common
Pleas, Casella Waste Management of PA as well as staff and volunteers from the Cameron and
McKean County Conservation Districts.
The event was sponsored by McKean and Cameron County Conservation Districts, International Waxes, Collins Pine Company, Upper Allegheny Watershed Association, Zook Motors, Lafayette Township, Team Minard Screen Printing & Embroidery, Seneca Trout Unlimited, American
Refining Group, Inc., Allegheny Hardwood Utilization Group, Pine Haven Vet Clinic, Kessel Construction Company, Veteran’s Memorial of Port Allegany, Emporium VFW Auxiliary Post 6221,
North Point Contracting, Solveson Contracting, Embassy Powdered Metals, Cameron County Outdoor Youth Activities, May Hollow Sportsmen, Emporium Vets club, McKean County E-Sales, Emporium Food Market, J. Ream Engineering, Sinnemahoning Sportsman Association, L&M Lumber,
and Emporium Moose Lodge #368. Financial support was also provided by PA
Envirothon.
The overall Winning Team and
first place McKean County: Bradford
Bees (pictured above). Second place
McKean County team: Bradford Crayfish – Abigail Barton, Sydney Hamer,
Lucas Caruso, Lillian Erickson, Isabella
Rhoades. Third place McKean County:
O-E Squirrels, from Otto Eldred- Nathan
Schuessler, Sarah Beaver, Brooke English, Hailey Farr, Gavin Silvis.
The Bradford Bees went onto the
PA Envirothon May 25 and placed 8th
overall (pictured here).
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2022 Two-Day
Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance Trainings
for Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Program
In order to be eligible to apply for Program funds through the
Conservation District’s
Dirt, Gravel and Low
Volume Roads Program,
The person in charge of
work plan development
and project implementation from the roadowning entity must have
attended environmentally
sensitive
maintenance
(ESM) training within
the past five (5) calendar
years. This training, and
all past ESM trainings,
counts as eligibility to
apply for BOTH Dirt and Gravel and (paved) Low Volume Road funds for a period of five (5) calendar years.
The Penn State Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies’ Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) Course is a two-day classroom session focused on providing the knowledge and tools
necessary for road owners to maintain roads in a more cost-efficient and environmentally sensitive
manner. The course runs from 8 am to 4 pm for two days and includes lunch.
Here is a list of the dates and locations for the 2022 ESM Trainings:
July 6 & 7 (Lebanon County) - Wednesday/ Thursday
Location: Holiday Inn Harrisburg/ Hershey, 604 Station Road, Grantville, PA 17028
August 9 & 10 (Potter County) - Tuesday/ Wednesday
Location: Pennsylvania Lumber Museum, 5660 US-6 W, Ulysses, PA 16948
October 12 & 13 (Susquehanna County) - Wednesday/ Thursday
Location: Montrose Bible Conference Center, 218 Locust Street, Montrose, PA 18801
November 2 & 3 (Lycoming County) - Wednesday/ Thursday
Location: Holiday Inn Williamsport, 100 Pine Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 Directions
Follow this link for more details, and registration information for the 2022 ESM trainings.
www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/education-and-training/esm-course/person-esm-trainings
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Matt Siszka New Conservation Technician

Matt Siszka is the new Conservation Technician for the District. He will serve as a resource
and technical advisor for the consultants, developers, agricultural producers, forestry and gas & oil
industries, landowners and municipalities to meet local, state and federal environmental requirements.
His duties will be to carry out the responsibilities of the Erosion and Sedimentation Control
Program (Chapter 102), the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program,
and the Water Obstruction & Encroachments Program (Chapter 105) as outlined in the delegation
agreement with DEP. Some of those responsibilities include providing educational programs and
reviewing permit applications as well as reviewing erosion and sediment pollution control plans
as applicable.
Matt will also carry out the responsibilities of the PA Nutrient Management and Manure
Management Program as outlined in the delegation agreement with the State Conservation Commission and DEP. Some of those responsibilities
will include providing educational programs and
technical assistance with the development of Nutrient and Manure Management plans as well as
review of those plans.
Matt is a recent graduate of the University
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown (UPJ) with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Environmental Science and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Geography. His past
work experience includes working for a landscaping company and as an AmeriCorps Environmental Stewardess Intern for the Armstrong
County Conservation District. At UPJ he was a
member of the Men’s Wrestling team and continues to spread his passion for wrestling by volunteering as a camp counselor for the UPJ youth wrestling camp and the Bruno Iorfido Memorial Wrestling Camp here in McKean County.
If you need assistance with meeting the requirements of the Chapter 102 or 105 programs or
need help with a nutrient or manure management plan contact Matt at (814)887-4008 or
mjsiszka@mckeancountypa.org.
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Rain Barrel Workshop
The District partnered with
the Bradford Sanitary Authority
and Penn State Extension to host a
free rain barrel workshop. Participants learned about rain barrels
and rain gardens, watershed basics
and the impacts of stormwater
from Danielle Rhea with Penn
State Extension.
Adam Causer (pictured below), Watershed Specialist with
the District and representatives
from the Bradford Sanitary Authority, Steve Disney (pictured
left), Don Hayden (pictured below), Daniel Yeager and Mitch
Hayden were on hand to assist the
participants with building their
own rain barrel to take home. The
Bradford City residents also learned how they could reduce their stormwater fee. For more information on rain barrels go to: https://extension.psu.edu/rain-barrels. For more information on the
Conservation District go to www.mckeanconservation.com. For more information on the Bradford
Sanitary Authority go to www.bradfordsanitary.com.
Financial and other support for this program is provided by the Pennsylvania Association of
Conservation Districts through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
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Directors
Blaine Puller - Chairman
Jeff Larson - Vice-Chairman
Cliff Lane-Commissioner-Secretary/Treasurer
Kerry Fetter - Public
Chase Miles - Farmer
Ken Kane - Public
Greg Bell—Public

Associate Directors
Pete Mader
Charlie Kirkpatrick
Boyd Fitzsimmons
Lori Coffman
Crystal Kocjancic
Jeff Holcomb
John Stratton
Staff
Sandy Thompson District Manager
814-887-4025
sdthompson@mckeancountypa.org
Adam Causer Watershed Specialist
814-887-4003
accauser@mckeancountypa.org
Lindsay Trojanowski Resource Conservationist
814-887-4002
lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.org
Matthew Siszka, Conservation Technician
814-887-4008
mjsiszka@mckeancountypa.org

The McKean County Conservation District was
organized at the request of the County residents. The County was
declared a District
by the board of County Commissioners on August 19, 1959, according to provisions of the Soil
Conservation Law of 1945, Act 217 of the General Assembly, as amended.
The primary goal of the District is the development, improvement, and conservation of the
County’s Soil, water and related resources as
well as educating the community in various
conservation and environmental practices and
methods.
The District is administered by a board of
seven Directors-three farmer members, three
public (non-farmer) members and one County
Commissioner. District Directors are appointed
by the County Commissioners from a list of
names submitted by countywide nominating
organizations. The Commissioners also designate one of their members to serve as a Director.
Vision: The Conservation District is the steward of
McKean County’s natural resource and embraces
environmentally responsible decisions.

Mission: The Conservation District provides
leadership and stewardship to ensure the protection
and sustainability of McKean County’s natural resources by fostering public and private partnerships.

17137 Route 6
Smethport, PA 16749
(814) 887-4001

www.mckeanconservation.com
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