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Vision: The Conservation District is the steward of McKean Countyõs 
natural resources and embraces environmentally responsible decisions. 

 

Mission: The Conservation District provides leadership and stewardship to 
ensure the protection and sustainability of McKean Countyõs natural 

resources by fostering public and private partnerships. 



Nominating Organizations 
 

   Nominating Organizations have a unique role in shaping the future 

of McKean County. These organizations, which must be approved by 

the State Conservation Commission, are permitted by law to nominate      

individuals to the County Commissioners for appointment to the Dis-

trict Board.  

 

   By providing such nominations, these groups help define member-

ship on a Board that makes critical decisions about how we manage 

our  growing community's natural wealth - McKean County's soils, 

forests, lakes, wetlands, rivers, and streams. The District is grateful to 

our    Nominating Organizations for their continued participation and 

support. Contact the District for information about how county organi-

zations can be considered for approval as Nominating Organizations. 

Nominating Organizations 
 

Penn State Extension 

USDA Farm Service Agency 

Association of Township 
Officials 

 McKean County Bar Association 

 McKean County Fair Association 

McKean County Planning 
Commission 

McKean County Historical 
Society 

McKean/Potter Farmerôs Bureau 

Upper Allegheny Watershed 
Association  

 

Directors 
 

   Jeff Larson       Chairman-Farmer 

   Chase Miles       Vice Chairman-Farmer 

   Cliff Lane                 Secretary/TreasurerðPublic 

   Tom Kreiner       Commissioner 

   Kerry Fetter       Farmer 

   Ken Kane         Public  

   Jeff Holcomb        Public 

District Staff 
 

Sandy Thompson - District Manager 

 814-887-4025  sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov 

Adam Causer - Watershed Specialist 

 814-887-4003   accauser@mckeancountypa.gov 

Lindsay Trojanowski - Resource Conservationist 

 814-887-4002  lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov 

Katelynn DeckerðConservation Technician 

 814-887-4008  kadecker@mckeancountypa.gov 

Sarah CarlsonðResource Technician 

 814-887-4017  slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov 

Associate Directors 
        

Pete Mader 

Boyd Fitzsimmons 

John Stratton 

Lori Coffman 

Chris Payne 

 

Conservation District Board Meetings are held monthly, normally on the third Wednesday of the month  
at 7:00 PM in the McKean County 911 Conference Room in Smethport. 
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Goal 1: Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality 
projects as funding and resources permit. 
 

Adam Causer, the Districtôs Watershed Specialist 

completed five stream restoration/riparian buffer/

water quality projects utilizing the Districtôs 

Stewardship funds ($56,634.31.00) and 

$12,031.00 of DEPôs Growing Greener Grant 

Program.  

 

Long-Branch Restoration Project 

Long Branch is an impaired stream, according to DEPôs 303d list from 

agricultural non-point source pollution.  The impairment source is 

grazing  in riparian zone or shoreline zones with sediment being the 

cause. The Long-Branch Restoration Project will restore the water 

quality in this tributary watershed  and ultimately improve the overall 

water quality conditions in the Upper Allegheny River.  

The District continued with the implementation of this project funded 

through a Growing Greener Grant awarded to the district in part to 

mitigate the extensive streambank erosion, denuded riparian corridor 

and degraded fish habitat within Long Branch, a tributary to Annin 

Creek a subwatershed of the Upper Allegheny.  After the completion of 

in-stream habitat improvement 

structures in 2024, this year the District 

completed the planting of the riparian 

buffer.  A contractor was hired to plant 

4,400ô of riparian buffers along the 

stream, consisting of trees, fruit bushes 

and various native plants  

On the farm where the stream had 

exclusion fence installed, the buffer is 

planted along both sides of the 35ô 

exclusion zone for 3,600ô of the total 

4,400ô riparian buffer. 
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Goals:  
¶ Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality projects as funding and resources permit. 
(Pages 3 & 4) 

¶ Provide support to implement Agricultural BMPs as funding and resources permit. (Pages 5 & 6) 
¶ Develop a method to monitor our natural resources. (Page 7) 

Goal Accomplishments 
 

¶ 21 Applications Ranked 
¶ 6 projects designed 
¶ $56,634.31 in funding utilized 
¶ $45,748.39 DEP Stream Improvement Funds 
¶ Awarded $22,779.00 Headwaters RC&D Grant 

Objective A: Implement projects that maintain and 

improve our natural resources.  



 

Goal 1: Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality 

projects as funding and resources permit. 

 

Streambank Stabilization/Fish Enhancement Initiative 
 
The Districtôs streambank stabilization initiative was started in 
2007. Since then the District has partnered with PA  Fish & Boat 
Commission and DEP to complete over 100 streambank 
stabilization/fish habitat improvement projects on various streams 
throughout McKean County.  These projects have prevented 

thousands of tons of 
sediment from entering 
local watersheds.   
 
The project highlighted 
here is located along 
Newell Creek, a Cold-
Water Fishery and a 
Wild Trout Stream.   
 
During the initial site 
visit it was noted that 
the soils along Newell 
Creek were a sandy loam, which leads to much heavier 
sedimentation loading during heavy rain events.  The project 
was ranked with factors that included threats to structural/
property/road impacts, water quality impacts (tons of sediment 
annually), and stream classifications. Once this project was 
approved for funding a project design was completed and 
permits were obtained.  
 
 This project included the installation of PA Fish & Boat 
standard in-stream habitat fish enhancement device, modified 
mud sills.  A 60ô, 80ô and 70ô  modified mud sill were installed. 

These structures provide stream bank stability and create a stable undercut bank effect for fish cover.   
Additional, to the modified mud sills, there was a 
240ôagricultural crossing installed to stabilize the 
stream approaches for the landowner to utilize after 
a pre-existing bridge had failed.  
 
Start to finish construction of this project took a 
week with a total cost of $4,772.60 funded through 
the Districtôs Stewardship Fund. 
 
 
Before (top), during (middle) and after (bottom) of the 
project.   
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Objective A: Implement projects that maintain and 

improve our natural resources.  


