
 
On May 28th, the District lost a beloved 
director, Blaine Puller.   
 
Blaine served as director for 17 years start-
ing as an associate director.  As a director, 
he served as Vice Chairman and Chairman. 
He also served as the Districtôs representa-
tive to the Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume 
Road Quality Assurance Board.   
 
Our memories of Blaine will never be for-
gotten and we will always remember the 
impact he had on our lives.  ñBlaine was 
always there for me whenever I needed.  He 
had great advice even though he always 
told me that he wanted to help and never 
hinder.  He never ever hindered!ò, said Dis-
trict Manager, Sandy Thompson.  Anyone 
who knows Blaine knows he loved to tell 

stories and share history with anyone willing to listen.  Resource Conservationist, Lindsay 
Trojanowski recalls, ñBlaine would always say now ladies, if we have time I want to take 
you up this road and when we get to the top pullover because I want to tell you a story.ò 
There are countless areas throughout the county that will bring back vivid memories of 
Blaine and the history lessons he gave.  Watershed Specialist Adam Causer remembers 
spending the day driving through the Scaffold Lick Area, ñBlaine told me of all the history 
of the forest, the oil and gas and mostly the coal industry. Stories of a hermit who lived 
deep in the woods selling coal he mined by hand, stories I would have never learned had he 
not been willing to share. 
 
We will miss our friend, the numerous conversations, the rides looking at roads, projects 
and learning the history of our area through all of Blaineôs stories.  The dedication and sup-
port he gave to all of us will live on.   
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Invasive Plant Workshops 

The Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) program in NW Penn-
sylvania is provided  through a Landscape Scale Restoration Grant with the Forest Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Through this program, the District received a grant 
to provide the following programs:   

In June & July a Buckthorn Management Work-
shop (pictured right) was held in Johnsonburg 
through a partnership with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, Allegheny National Forest, Potter & Elk 
County Conservation Districts, & Allegheny 
Plateau Invasive Plant Management Area 
(APIPMA). This was a two-part workshop edu-
cating participants on how to combat two inva-
sive species - Glossy Buckthorn and Common 
Buckthorn.   

 

On September 7th,  a Managing Japanese 
Knotweed Workshop (pictured left) was held 
in Lewis Run by partnering with Penn State 
Extension  

Participants learned how to treat and manage 
knotweed on their property through a live 
demo application of Japanese Knotweed as 
well as learning  proper herbicide mixing and 
sprayer calibrations. 

 

On September 28th, a Native Shrub Givea-
way was held (pictured below) by partnering with Potter County Conservation District, APIP-
MA and the PA Wilds Master Watershed 
Stewards Program (Penn State Extension - 
Elk County) to host a native shrub give-
away at the The Wilds Sonshine Factory, in 
Kane .  

This workshop included a presentation on 
invasive shrub control methods, identifica-
tion of certain invasive plants and identifica-
tion and maintenance of native plants. The 
workshop ended with a free native shrub 
give-away to those who attended the work-
shop.  
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Youth Education Programs 

 

Fall Envirothon Field Day 

On September 25th, the McKean and Camer-

on County Conservation Districts kicked-off 

the Envirothon Season with the Annual Fall 

Envirothon Field Day.  110 students in 

grades 9-12 from six schools in McKean and 

Cameron Counties attended the event at the 

Kinzua Bridge State Park. The students, in 

teams of 5, traveled through stations on for-

est ecology, wildlife management, forest 

management, wildlife identification, and tree 

analysis.  

Partners from PA DCNR, Bureau of Forestry 

and PA Game Commission facilitated the 

stations and to the Kinzua Bridge State Park 

hosted the event.  The event is a great event for the students to begin preparing for the ñWildò 

Envirothon planned for April 30, 2025.   

Charlie Kirkpatrick, DCNR Bureau of Forestry showing  
students how to measure a tree.  

Smethport Wildlife and Fisheries Class 
 

The McKean County Conservation Dis-
trict staff did a presentation with the 
Smethport High Schools Wildlife and 
Fisheries class on the importance of water 
quality. The District discussed how they 
work to protect one of our most valuable 
resources - water.  
 
The presentation was followed up with a 
hands on component where students 
searched for macroinvertabrates in leaf 
packets that were placed in Marvin Creek.  
 
The students worked to identify the ma-
croinvertabrates and used those macroin-
vertabrates to help determine the water 
quality.  

Students in the Wildlife and Fisheries class at Smethport searching 

and identifying macroinvertebrate species 
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Project Show CaseðWetmore Township 

This is a low-volume road project in Wetmore Township on Dwights Road. The project in-
volved replacing an undersized and unsafe double pipe stream crossing over Hubert Run., a cold 
water wild trout fishery. The stream crossing consisted of two elliptical arch pipes mitered to 
slope that were 7.1ô wide. These existing pipes were causing the stream channel to over widen 
and erode the stream banks and bed creating large amounts of sediment pollution to the stream. 
Not only was this crossing an environmental hazard but it was also a safety hazard. The bottom 
of the pipes were severely eroded making it a danger for traffic crossing.  

 

Wetmore Township received $58,501.69 through the program which they matched with an in-
kind contribution of $96,041.48. to replace the existing crossing with a 19ô wide bankfull struc-
ture. The project also involved installing 3 stream bed stabilization structures to ensure the lon-
gevity of the crossing.  

 

A very special thank you to the Kane Volunteer Fire Department and Kane Lawn and Garden 
for their assistance with this project.  

 
 

 

Above: Inlet of stream crossing before Above: Outlet of stream crossing after 

Thank you Kane Volunteer Fire Department and Kane Lawn and Garden 
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Long Branch Restoration Project 

Earlier this year, the Conservation District was awarded a $346,821.00 DEP Growing Greener 
Grant for the Long Branch Restoration Project.  The District is partnering with NRCS and area 
landowners to provide matching funds through EQIP within Long Branch, a tributary to Annin 
Creek, a subwatershed of the Upper Allegheny Watershed.  Long Branch is impaired due to ag-
ricultural non-point source pollution.    This project will address agricultural NPS pollution and 
mitigate the extensive streambank erosion, denuded riparian corridors and degraded fish habitat.   

 

Five sites were chosen based upon the substantial environmental improvements that will be 
gained and their willingness to install agricultural BMPs that include exclusionary fencing to 
protect streambanks and riparian buffers, establish a comprehensive rotational grazing system to 
reduce erosion and sedimentation and NPS runoff, installation of a roofed heavy use area/
manure stacking pad, and stabilized agricultural crossings.  

  

The project will also include the installation of in-stream fish habitat structures as outlined in 
PA Fish & Boat's Habitat Improvement for Trout Streams publication.  Below are the before 
and after pictures of some of the in-stream fish habitat structures. 
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The District hosted the annual electronic 
and household hazardous waste collection 
on July 27th at the Bradford Airport.   This 
event is held to help McKean County resi-
dence properly dispose of their electronics 
and household hazardous waste. 

 

Working with Noble Environmental, an 
industry leading environmental services 
company headquartered in Pittsburgh, 
PA., The collection was set up as a drive-
thru event held from 8:00ð12:00 with 
161 participants disposing of the follow-
ing:  

 

* 3,209 lbs of Household Hazardous Waste 

* 902 lbs of universal waste 

* 4,248 lbs of paint 

* 1,714 lbs of freon containing devices 

* 18 of propane 

* 7,609 lbs of televisions/monitors 

* 4,855 lbs of non-video display electronics  

 

A special thank you to the Bradford Regional Airport for allowing us to use their facility for the 
event.  

  

 

 
 

 

Electronics & Household Hazardous  
Waste Collection 
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In August, the District hosted a Penn 
State Center for Dirt and Gravel 
Road Studies Stream Workshop for 
Engineers.   

 

This workshop was directed at engi-
neers involved in DGLVR stream 
crossing projects. The training was a 
day and a half and consisted of a half 
day remote class session, followed 
by a full day in-person session 
(combination of field and classroom).  

 

The Workshop focused on topics and 
discussion related to meeting the 
DGLVR Stream Crossing Design 
and Installation Standard 
and restoring stream continuity. Course 
topics include surveying, design consider-
ations (slope, structure, grade control, stream substrate, etc.), engineer requirements, inspec-
tions, and other requirements of the standard.  

 

The replacement of stream crossings has been a growing component of many DGLVR projects 
since Program funding increased in 2014. The Program focuses funding on structures that are 
creating negative environmental impacts due to being undersized for the stream channel.       
Undersized structures create a variety of environmental and maintenance problems such as 
gravel deposition, excessive erosion, flooding, and developing a barrier to the movement of fish 
and other aquatic organisms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun McAdams 

from the Center for 

Dirt & Gravel Road 

Studies discussing in-

stream structure.  

Engineer�¶s Workshop 

Eric Chase from the Center for Dirt & Gravel Road Studies  
discussing stream considerations.  


