
District Director, Cliff Lane joined 
more than 200 conservation district 
leaders from across the country 
traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
participate in NACD’s 2024 Spring 
Fly-In. Members began the day 
with breakfast in the Kennedy Cau-
cus Room, where Senator Booz-
man, Ranking Member of the Sen-
ate Agriculture Committee, and 
NRCS Chief Terry Cosby provided 
remarks. Both leaders emphasized 

the importance of Congress continu-
ing to support our country’s locally 
led conservation delivery system. 

  

 NACD members advocated for 
NACD legislative requests and emphasized the importance of integrating all remaining IRA 
investments into the conservation title of the farm bill, quickly passing a farm bill, that would 
include keeping conservation investments provided by the Inflation Reduction Act in farm bill 
conservation programs and integrate that funding into the conservation title of the farm bill.  
NACD requests at least $1.2 billion for conservation operations for the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service to help producers across the country assess, implement, and 
monitor conservation practices. 
 
NACD’s Officers and Executive Board met with federal leaders from the USDA, White 
House, Environmental Protection Agency, Fish and Wildlife Service, and other agencies to 
discuss program implementation and strengthening partnerships to improve locally led conser-
vation. 
 
NACD also hosted a reception where the members joined congressional representatives, staff, 
and conservation partners to celebrate locally led conservation and district advocacy. Con-
gressman Jim Baird, Chair of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation joined 
and provided remarks highlighting the important role districts play in implementing effective 
conservation in all parts of the country. 
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Legislative Tour 

The  McKean County Conservation District Directors and Staff welcomed Senator Dush, Repre-
sentative Causer, Commissioner Tom Kreiner, Ann Kaufman from Congressman Glenn Thompson’s 
office, Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director of the State Conservation Commission along with repre-
sentatives from the State Conservation Commission, Penn State Extension and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) for a Legislative Tour to promote dedicated funding for the Agricul-
tural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP).    
 
The Conservation District was allocated $860,321.08 through the State Conservation Commission to 
be spent by December 31, 2026.  To date, the Conservation District has received over $2 million in 
requests and has contracted over $455,000.  These contracts are matched with contributions through 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) totaling over $447,000.   
 
During the tour, four landowners welcomed tour participants to their farms.  The first stop was to the 
Kevin Dibble Farm in Smethport.  This farm is 155 acres and has been in the family since 1884. The 
District approved a $249,855.10 contract with Dibble’s to Install a roofed heavy use area and waste 
storage facility as well as installing roof runoff structure, animal trails perimeter and stream exclu-
sionary fencing, watering facilities, water pipeline, subsurface drain, underground outlets, and ag. 
crossing.  This project is also receiving $214,890.58 from NRCS.   
 
The Second stop was to Larson Family Farms in Smethport.  This farm is 350 acres and has been in 
the family since the early 1900’s. They applied for funding through the ACAP program that was un-
awarded due to funding restraints.  The application was for the installation of a rotational grazing 
system to include perimeter and interior fencing along with watering facilities, water pumping plant, 
ag. crossing and sileage leachate system. Larson’s are trying to implement rotational grazing practic-
es with their beef cattle.   

 
Continued on page 3 

  

L-R Amanda Murdock, NRCS, Madi Rukgaber, Jeff Larson, District Chairman, Sean Rukaber, NRCS, Jake Tomlinson, Penn State 

Extension, Blaine Puller, District Director, Justin Challenger, SCC, Doug Wolfgang, SCC, Ken Kane, District Director, Adam 

Causer, District Watershed Specialist, Sandy Thompson, District Manager, Representative Martin Causer, Don Dickerson, Sarah 

Carlson, District Resource Technician, Katelynn Decker, District Conservation Technician, Kerry Fetter, District Director, Cliff 

Lane, District Director, Senator Cris Dush, Ann Kaufman, Congressman Thompson’s office & Commissioner Tom Kreiner. 



3 

Legislative Tour (Continued) 

The Second stop was to Larson Fam-
ily Farms in Smethport.  This farm is 
350 acres and has been in the family 
since the early 1900’s. They applied 
for funding through the ACAP pro-
gram that was unawarded due to 
funding restraints.  The application 
was for the installation of a rotation-
al grazing system to include perime-
ter and interior fencing along with 
watering facilities, water pumping 
plant, ag. crossing and sileage leach-
ate system. Larson’s are trying to 
implement rotational grazing practic-
es with their beef cattle.   

 

The Third stop was to the Strait Farm on 
Annin Creek.  The farm was founded in 

1951 by Bob Strait. The District approved an $84,000 contract to install a roofed heavy use area and waste 
storage facility as well as to install roof runoff structure, stream exclusionary fencing, watering facilities, 
water pipeline, subsurface drain, underground outlets, and an access road. The project is also receiving 
$116,000 through NRCS.  

 

The Fourth stop was to DB Cattle Company located on Newell Creek.  This is owned by Deric & Marklyn 
Brown and is a 100-acre farm with 50 head of beef cattle. Participants were shown the installation of the 
roofed heavy use area and a roofed manure stacking pad that was funded through a Growing Greener Grant 
in 2021. The project also included Exclusionary Fencing, exterior fencing and streambank stabilization 
practices that included a 60’ modified mud sill and 40’ saw-tooth deflectors along with the installation of 
one 16’ wide stabilized agricultural crossing.  Total cost of $249,203 with $56,887.50 in-kind from the 
landowner.  

 

The construction of the building greatly reduced sediment and nutrient runoff into Newell Creek by elimi-
nating the large animal concentration area (ACA), which is an area where animals congregate for food, wa-
ter and shade that no longer sustains vegetation. DB Cattle Company also applied for funding through the 
ACAP program but was unawarded due to funding restraints. The application was for the installation of a 
rotational grazing system to include spring development, watering facilities and interior fencing.   

 

During the tour, Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director of the State Conservation Commission reported on 
$141 million being allocated to 66 conservation districts for implementing ACAP. Justin Challenger, State 
Conservation Commission remarked that almost $70 million worth of contracts either completed or near 
construction, with 22,000 feet of livestock watering systems, 20 miles of fencing, 10,000 square feet of 
heavy use area and 38 waste storage facilities constructed. 

 

Senator Dush & Representative Causer were appreciative of the tour, when they argue the case for funding 
this program, they’ll be able to visualize the benefits the program will have on the farming community and 
the environment.   

 

Tour participants at the Larson Farm in Smethport PA.  
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The ‘Wild’ Envirothon was held on 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 hosted by 
the Veterans Memorial in Port Alle-
gany. The Envirothon began in 
1989 in McKean County. 115 stu-
dents from both Cameron and 
McKean Counties that included 
Cameron County High School, 
Bradford High School, Kane Area 
High School, Otto-Eldred High 
School, Port Allegany High School, 
and Smethport Area High School, 
participated in the event.  
 
During this hands-on competition, 
students may be asked to measure a 
tree, identify a frog or toad call, or 
determine soil erosion potential ac-
cording to a soil survey. They work 
as a 5-member team to answer ques-
tions, and use their critical thinking 

to find solutions to reality-based situations. 
  
Partners helping to make the day possible included DCNR Bureau of Forestry, PA Game 
Commission, USDA Natural Resources & Conservation Service, McKean County Court of 
Common Pleas, University of Pittsburgh at Bradford as well as staff and directors from the 
Cameron and McKean County Conservation Districts.  
 
The event was sponsored by McKean and Cameron County Conservation Districts, Interna-
tional Waxes, Casella Waste Management, Upper Allegheny Watershed Association, Zook 
Motors, Lafayette Township, Dresser Pipeline Solutions, Kiwanis Club of Bradford, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles 2432,  Kane & Bradford Save A Lot, Pine Valley Nurseries, Ardagh Glass 
Packaging Team Minard Screen Printing & Embroidery, Kessel Construction Company, Vet-
eran’s Memorial of Port Allegany, Miller-Raffaele VFW Auxiliary Post 6221, North Point 
Contracting, Solveson Contracting, Cameron County Outdoor Youth Activities, May Hollow 
Sportsmen, Cameron County Vet’s club, McKean County E-Sales, Emporium Food Market, 
J. Ream Engineering, Sinnemahoning Sportsman Association, Eldred Conservation Club, 
Emporium Hardwoods, and IUE-CWA Union Workers of G.E. Motor Coils of Emporium.  
 
Overall Winning Team and first place McKean County: Bradford Bees – Steven Williams, 
Emmy Kemick, Sydney Hamer, Lilly Kemick, Cecily Bell and Advisor Jan Russell. Second 
place McKean County team: The Sparklemuffin Spiders from Otto Eldred – Brooke English, 
Emily Wheaton, Zeb Raught, Halle Wilson, Rowan Kriner and Advisor Fawn Miller.  Third 
Place Wolves from Kane– Liam Kiel, Ben Walter, Anna Meyers, Jess Stear and Advisors, 
Nick Byron and Lindsey Hottel.  Amber Eschrich from the Bradford Bees was also recog-
nized for participating in the “Wild” Envirothon for the 4th year.  
 
The Bradford Bees will go on to represent McKean County at the State Envirothon to be held 
May 22, 2024 at Camp Mt. Luther in Mifflinburg. See page 6 for results.  
 

 “Wild” Envirothon 

The Bradford Bees Envirothon Team, Overall winners of the “Wild Enviro-
thon.  L-R Steven Williams, Emmy Kemick, Jan Russell, Team Advisor, 

 Cecily Bell, Sydney Hamer and Lilly Kemick  
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My Growing Tree Program 

The McKean County Conservation District 
spent the last two weeks celebrating Arbor 
Day by sponsoring the “My Growing Tree” 
program with the assistance of Cody Whip-
ple and Marshall Hamilton Service Foresters 
and Stan Hess, volunteer from DCNR, Bu-
reau of Forestry. 500 First or second grade 
students in each of the public schools were 
given a white oak seedling along with a post-
er that included charts to enable the students 
to monitor their own height as well as the 
growth of their tree.   

 

District staff members and DCNR staff 
spoke about the importance of Arbor Day 
and how trees help to protect and improve 
our water resources. Students learned about 
the water cycle and the different ways trees 
help decrease pollution in streams by provid-
ing a protective barrier called a riparian buff-
er and by stabilizing streambanks with their 

roots. 

 

Students learned the parts of the tree. Presenters also discussed how to plant a tree and did an activi-
ty that illustrates how forests are renewable which points out cutting trees is not bad when practiced 
in a sustainable manner.  

  

Kids recited a pledge to conserve our natural resources and to work for a cleaner and healthier 
McKean County. Seneca Resources, LLC, donated $2,500 toward the delivery of the “My Growing 
Tree” program.  “We are very grateful for the continued support we have received from Seneca Re-
sources,” said Sandy Thompson, District 
Manager of the McKean County Conservation 
District.   

 

Seneca Resources Company, LLC, the explo-
ration and production segment of National 
Fuel Gas Company, explores for, develops, 
and purchases natural gas and oil reserves in 
the Appalachia Region.  Additional infor-
mation about Seneca and National Fuel Gas 
Company is available at                                     
www.nationalfuelgas.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at Port Allegany Elementary school holding their white oak trees.  

Bradford students pledging to care for their trees and to work to-

wards a cleaner and healthier McKean County. 

http://www.nationalfuelgas.com
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Bradford Bees Place 8th at PA Envirothon 

Students from the Bradford Area School Dis-
trict placed 8th at the 39th Pennsylvania Envi-
rothon state competition with a score of 472.33 
out of 600 possible. The “Bradford Bees” con-
sisting of Steven Williams, Sydney Hamer, 
Lilly Kemick, Cecily Bell and Emmy Kemick, 
along with their advisors Jan Russell and Rich 
Bierbower kicked off the Envirothon by partici-
pating in the Oral Component portion of the 
event.  Teams submitted their presentations 
electronically and then answered questions 
from a panel of judges through a Zoom Meet-
ing. The Station testing was held in-person at 
Camp Mount Luther on May 22nd. High school 
students from 63 Pennsylvania counties partici-
pated in this year’s event. 
 
At the Envirothon, five-member teams partici-
pated in a series of field station tests that fo-

cused on five topic areas – soils and land use, 
aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and environ-
mental issues. The 2024 current environmental 

issue focused on “Renewable Energy for a Sustainable Future”. The teams prepared and delivered oral 
presentations to panels of judges who evaluated each team on its problem-solving capabilities, oral 
presentation skills, and recommendations to help solve the specific environmental challenge, which relat-
ed to the current environmental issue. 
 
Teams participating represent the best and the brightest of the thousands of high school teens who have 
competed in county Envirothon competitions sponsored by Conservation Districts from across the Com-
monwealth. At the state level, the Envirothon is sponsored by Pennsylvania’s sixty-six county Conserva-
tion Districts, the State Conservation Commission, and the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation 
Districts. The program is managed by a board of directors representing those sponsors. 
 
Technical expertise is provided by the following partners: PA Department of Agriculture, PA Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Game 
Commission, PA Fish and Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Department of Education, and the U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
 
Sponsors and partners of the 2024 Envirothon include the PA Department of Environmental Protection, 
PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PSECU, Shell Oil Company, PPL Electric Utili-
ties, EQT Foundation, Weis, UGI Utilities, PA Trappers Association, Chesapeake Energy, Smithfield, 
and Hershey’s Company. 
 
The 2024 Pennsylvania Envirothon champions were from Erie County, scoring 537 points out of 600 
possible, earned the honor to represent Pennsylvania at the NCF-Envirothon competition planned for July 
28-August 3, 2024 at Hobart & William Smith Colleges, Geneva NY.  
 
For more information on the Envirothon program, visit the website at www.envirothonpa.org. 

The “Bradford Bees” Envirothon Team, 8th at State Competition.  L-R 

Sydney Hamer, Steven Williams, Lilly Kemick. Back: L-R Cecily Bell 

and Emmy Kemick. 

http://www.envirothonpa.org
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The McKean County Conservation District was 
organized at the request of the County resi-
dents.  The County was declared a District by 
the board of County Commissioners on August 
19, 1959, according to provisions of the Soil              
Conservation Law of 1945, Act 217 of the      
General Assembly,  as amended.   
 
 The primary goal of the District is the devel-

opment, improvement, and conservation of the 
County’s Soil, water and related resources as 
well as educating the community in various 
conservation and environmental practices and 
methods.   

 
 The District is administered by a board of 

seven Directors-three farmer members, three 
public (non-farmer) members and one County 
Commissioner. District Directors are appointed 
by the County Commissioners from a list of 
names submitted by countywide nominating 
organizations.  The Commissioners also  desig-
nate one of their members to serve as a Direc-
tor.   

 
Directors 

 

Jeff Larson - Chairman 
Chase Miles - Vice-Chairman 

Cliff Lane--Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Kreiner—Commissioner Director 

Kerry Fetter - Public 
Blaine Puller - Farmer 

Ken Kane - Public 
 

Associate Directors 
 

Pete Mader 
Boyd Fitzsimmons 

Lori Coffman 
Jeff Holcomb 
John Stratton 

 
 
 
 
 

Staff 
 

Sandy Thompson  District Manager 
814-887-4025 

 sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov 
 

Adam Causer  Watershed Specialist 
814-887-4003 

accauser@mckeancountypa.gov 
 

Lindsay Trojanowski  Resource Conservationist 
814-887-4002 

lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov 
 

Katelynn Decker, Conservation Technician 
814-887-4008 

kadecker@mckeancountypa.gov 
 

Sarah Carlson, Resource Technician 
814-887-4002 

slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov 

 
17137 Route 6 

Smethport, PA  16749 
(814) 887-4001 

 

www.mckeanconservation.com 
 

 
Vision:  The Conservation District is the steward of 

McKean County’s natural resource and embraces  
      environmentally responsible decisions. 

 

Mission:  The Conservation District provides          

leadership and stewardship to ensure the protection 

and sustainability of McKean County’s natural re-
sources by  fostering public and private partnerships.  

mailto:sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov
mailto:accauser@mckeancountypa.gov
mailto:lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov
mailto:kadecker@mckeancountypa.gov
mailto:slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov
http://www.mckeanconservation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/McKeanConservation

