
 The McKean County Conservation District Directors and Staff welcomed representatives 
from US Senator McCormick, Congressman Thompson, and Representative Martin 
Causerôs office along with staff from NRCS, State Conservation Commission, DEP and 
Penn State Extension for a Legislative Tour to promote the Agricultural Conservation As-
sistance Program (ACAP).    
 

ACAP is a program administered by the Conservation District to provide landowners with 
funding to implement conservation practices on their land.  The District has partnered with 
NRCS to work with participating farmers and landowners to help design and implement 
soil and water conservation practices. These practices are for the control of nitrogen, phos-
phorus or sediment losses from their farms while improving water quality and soil health 
across the Commonwealth.   
 

ACAP was created by the PA General Assembly through the Clean Streams Fund to reduce 
non-point source pollution in the streams and surface waters of the Commonwealth. In 
2023, the District was allocated $860,000 through the State Conservation Commission to 
be spent by December 31, 2026.  To date, the Conservation District has received over $2 
million in requests and has contracted over $839,000.  These contracts are matched with 
contributions through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) totaling over 
$447,000.   

Continued on page 2 
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Legislative Tour  

Continued from page 1 

During the tour, four landowners 
welcomed tour participants to 
their farms.  The first stop was to 
the Warner Brook Stables in 
Smethport, owned by Dave & 
Tanya Okerlund.  In 2023, the 
Okerlundôs applied through 
NRCS to secure $80,000 in fund-
ing for the implementation of a 

roofed waste storage facility and the installation of stream exclusionary fencing, stream crossings, 
and water facilities.  The District also approved $77,386.00 in funding through an ACAP contract 
to bring the total funding allocation to $157,386.   

The Second stop was to was to the Strait Farm on Annin Creek.  This farm is owned by Don & 
Judy Dickerson.  This project was visited last year before the project was started.  During this visit, 
the participants were able to see the completed project.  In 2023, the District approved $84,000 in 
ACAP funding to install a roofed heavy use area and waste storage facility as well as to install roof 
runoff structure, subsurface drain, underground outlets, and an access road. The project is also re-
ceiving $116,000 through NRCS.  

The Third stop was a visit to the Decker Farmstead in Liberty Township, owned and operated by 
Matt and Gina Decker.  In 2023, Matt secured $36,247 in funding from NRCS and $30,000 
through the Districtôs ACAP program to implement best management plans within the grazing 
plan written for his farm.  Those practices included exterior and interior fencing, having a water 
well drilled and water pipeline for the livestock.   

The Fourth stop was to the nearby Mantz Farms.  This farm is owned and operated by Gene Mantz  
In 2018, Gene worked with the District to implement a roofed heavy use area and waste storage 
facility through funding obtained through Shell.  An application has been submitted to NRCS to 
obtain additional funding for the implementation of an additional facility along with access roads, 
stream exclusionary fencing and a watering system.  This application was unawarded due to feder-
al funding constraints.   

The main message of this tour was to instill 
the necessity of continuing the ACAP pro-
gram at the state level with the District be-
ing allocated an annual $300,000.  Howev-
er, McKean County faces a 30-40% in-
crease in costs than anywhere else in the 
state due to contractor and material limita-
tions.  Then tack on an additional 30-40% 
increase due to prevailing wage require-
ments as qualified contractors within the 
county but wonôt due to prevailing wage 
requirements.   
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My Growing Tree Program 

 
The McKean County Conser-
vation District spent the last 
week celebrating Arbor Day 
by sponsoring the ñMy Grow-
ing Treeò program with the 
assistance of Jesse Monroe 
from DCNR Bureau of Forest-
ry, Stan Hess, volunteer from 
DCNR, Bureau of Forestry and 
with Generations Forestry. 500 
first or second grade students 
in each of the public schools 
were given a white oak seed-
ling along with a poster that 
included charts to enable the 
students to monitor their own 
height as well as the growth of 
their tree.   

 
District staff members and DCNR staff spoke about the importance of Arbor Day and how trees 
help to protect and improve our water resources. Students learned about the water cycle and the 
different ways trees help decrease pollution in streams by providing a protective barrier called a 
riparian buffer and by stabilizing streambanks with their roots. 
 
Students learned the parts of the tree. Presenters also discussed how to plant a tree and did an ac-
tivity that illustrates how forests are renewable which points out cutting trees is not bad when prac-
ticed in a sustainable manner. Kids recited a pledge to conserve our natural resources and to work 
for a cleaner and healthier McKean County.  
 
The District is grateful for the continued support we receive through Seneca Resources, LLC, for 
their $2,500 donation toward the purchase of the white oak seedings.   Seneca Resources Compa-
ny, LLC, the exploration and production segment of National Fuel Gas Company, explores for, 
develops, and purchases natural gas and oil reserves in the Appalachia Region.  Additional infor-
mation about Seneca and National 
Fuel Gas Company is available at 
www.nationalfuelgas.com. 
 
Arbor Day is always the last Friday in 
April. For more information on Arbor 
Day or tree planting,  
visit www.arborday.org. 
 

 

 

 

First Grade students from Otto-Eldred with their White Oak Seedlings. 

District Watershed Specialist, 

Adam Causer, with 2nd grade 
students at Bradford 

http://www.nationalfuelgas.com
http://www.arborday.org
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Arbor Day Celebration 

On Friday, April 25th, Arbor Day, the McKean County Conservation District held an Arbor Day 
Celebration with a tribute to dedicated Conservation District Director Blaine Puller who passed 
away last year.   

McKean County Commissioner, Tom Kreiner presented an Arbor Day proclamation on behalf of 
the County Commissioners. The proclamation stated that Arbor Day is observed the last Friday in 
April throughout the nation to observe the importance of trees and urges all citizens to plant trees 
to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations.    

Blaine Puller served as a McKean County Conservation District Director for 17 years with 10 of 
those years as Vice-Chairman and a year as Chairman.  As a dedicated director, Blaine served on 
various committees that were instrumental in the implementation of the Districtôs Dirt, Gravel 
and Low Volume Program and water quality projects.  District staff will carry many memories of 
Blaine as there was always a story to be heard from him especially every time we travel the roads 
of McKean County. 

Family, friends and former co-
workers gathered to share their fa-
vorite memories and stories of 
Blaine that made everyone laugh, 
cry and remember the wonderful 
person Blaine was.      

The celebration ended with every-
one making a visit to the 
ñcelebration mapleò tree planted by 
the McKean County Conservation 
District in front of the District of-
fice in Blaineôs Memory.  As a liv-
ing tribute, 50 white oak seedings 
were shared for the participants to 
plant in Blaineôs memory. 

Justin Puller, Blaineôs son, sharing 

one more story with the group. 
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The District partnered with the 

Bradford Sanitary Authority and 

Penn State Extension to host a 

free rain barrel workshop.  Par-

ticipants learned about rain bar-

rels and rain gardens, watershed 

basics and the impacts of storm-

water from Danielle Rhea, Penn 

State Extension Educator.  

Adam Causer and Katelynn 

Decker from the McKean County 

Conservation District and Don 

Hayden and staff from the Brad-

ford Sanitary Authority, were on 

hand to assist the participants 

with building their own rain bar-

rel to take home.   

Rain barrels reduce runoff and 

pollution by capturing and con-

taining rainwater, decreasing the 

total amount of runoff water. Less runoff means water can seep back into the ground slowly, re-

ducing the amount of polluted water that runs into rivers and streams, which ultimately conserves 

bodies of water.  Homeowners can use rain barrels to capture water from a roof and hold it for lat-

er use such as on lawns, gardens or indoor plants. Collecting roof runoff in rain barrels reduces the 

amount of water that flows from your property. It's a great way to conserve water and it's free wa-

ter for use in your landscape.   

For more information on rain barrels go to: https://extension.psu.edu/rain-barrels.  

For more information on the Bradford Sanitary Authority go to www.bradfordsanitary.com.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain Barrel Workshop 

Danielle  Rhea, Penn State Extension 

Educator presenting on  watersheds and 
stormwater management during the 

workshop. 

https://extension.psu.edu/rain-barrels.
http://www.bradfordsanitary.com.
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The ñWildò Envirothon 
 
The óWildô Envirothon was held on 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 hosted by the 
Veterans Memorial in Port Allegany.  
110 students from both Cameron and 
McKean Counties that included Camer-
on County High School, Bradford High 
School, Kane Area High School, Otto-
Eldred High School, Port Allegany High 
School, and Smethport Area High 
School, participated in the event.  
 
During this hands-on competition, stu-
dents may be asked to measure a treeé
identify a frog or toad calléor determine 
soil erosion potential according to a soil 
survey. They work as a 5-member team 
to answer questions, and use their critical 
thinking to find solutions to reality-based 
situations.  
 

Partners helping to make the day possible included DCNR Bureau of Forestry, PA Game Commission, 
USDA Natural Resources & Conservation Service, University of Pittsburgh at Bradford as well as staff and 
volunteers from the Cameron and McKean County Conservation Districts.  The event was sponsored by 
McKean and Cameron County Conservation Districts, American Refining Group, Zippo, Northwest Tri-
County Intermediate Unit 5, International Waxes, Casella Waste Management, Upper Allegheny Watershed 
Association, Zook Motors, Lafayette Township, Dresser Utility Solutions, Kiwanis Club of Bradford, Kane 
Elks Lodge, Kane Save A Lot, Pine Valley Nurseries, Team Minard Screen Printing & Embroidery, Kessel 
Construction Company, Pine Haven Veterinary Clinic, Miller-Raffaele VFW Auxiliary Post 6221, North 
Point Contracting, Solveson Contracting, Cameron County Outdoor Youth Activities, May Hollow Sports-
men, Cameron County Vetôs club, McKean County E-Sales, Emporium Food Market, J. Ream Engineering, 
Sinnemahoning Sportsman Association, Emporium Hardwoods, and IUE-CWA Union Workers of G.E. Mo-
tor Coils of Emporium 
 
This year the ñWildò Envirothon was filled with unique opportunities for the students. The PA Game Com-
mission brought a bear that was trapped and filled the studentôs lunchtime with an educational presentation on 
how trapped bears are processed.  The day ended with another educational presentation about venomous 
snakes, particularly the timber rattle snake, python and the copperhead. Tiana Johnson and Alan Hillebrand 
are certified snake handlers. They spend their time protecting these misunderstood snakes.  The presentation 
taught students that snakes are not aggressive but rather reactive. Students enjoyed getting to touch and hold 
the snakes that were brought for the presentation.  
 
Overall Winning Team and first place McKean County: Bradford Bees; second place The Sparklemuffin Spi-
ders from Otto Eldred; third Place from Smethport. The Bradford Bees went on to represent McKean County 

at the State Envirothon on May 21, 2025 at Windber Recreational Park, Johnstown PA and placed 14th out of 
64 teams.  

The Bradford Bees Envirothon Team, Overall winners of the ñWild Envi-

rothon.  L-R Autumn Neumann, Joe Bukowski, Jake Whitlow, Steven 
Williams, Emmy Kemick, and, Cecily Bell.  
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Limited to 30 spots.  

Contact Sarah Carlson by July 3, 2025 at  

slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov or  

(814) 887-4017 

Financial and other support for the PRISM Pilot Program in NW Pennsylvania Association of 

Conservation Districts, Inc. through a Landscape Scale Restoration Grant from the  

USDA Forest Service.  

Free Hands-on Workshop to Learn how to 

Treat and Manage Japanese Knotweed 

 on your Property 

Learn about Herbicide Selection & Calculations 

In-person Mixing Demonstration 

Herbicide Application Demo on Knotweed 

Sprayer Calibration Demo 

mailto:slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov
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Spring is upon us, which means it is the perfect time to think of your no-till seeding needs! 
Our district has a Great Plains 10ô No-Till Drill to rent by landowners in McKean County. 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the District to schedule a rental date. Upon delivery, a lease/rental agreement 
will need to be signed by the landowner. The district can help with any setup of the  

equipment.  

Contact the District Watershed Specialist, Adam Causer, at 
(814) 887-4003 or at accauser@mckeancountypa.gov to  

schedule you use of the drill today! 
THIS IS FIRST COME FIRST SERVE 

RENT 
ME 

$12.00 per acre or $24.00 
per acre if used on conven-

tional tilled ground 

Free use of up to 30 acres 
if planting non-harvested 

cover crop 

Landowners will pay a  
$25.00 delivery fee with-
in McKean County 

Why No-Till? 

* Improve soil health 

* Decrease equipment costs 

* Less erosion 

* Lower labor costs 

What can be Planted? 

* Improve hay/pasture 

* Establish cover crops 

* Legumes or cereal grains 

Time for the No-Till Drill 

mailto:accauser@mckeancountypa.gov
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The District sponsors two students each sum-
mer to attend the Potter County Junior Conser-
vation School, hosted by the Black Forest Con-
servation Association. This yearôs event will be 
held August 3-9. Youth ages 13-15 are invited 
to request sponsorship to attend the camp. The 
District will cover the entire $250 cost.   

 

Students must be prepared to be sleeping out-
doors in tents and should be prepared to partici-
pate in all activities regardless of the weather. 
Transportation to camp, at the Black Forest 
Conservation Clubhouse near Coudersport, is 
the responsibility of parents or guardians. 

 

If students are a McKean County resident and 
interested in being sponsored by the McKean 

County Conservation District, please 
submit a one-page request, explain-
ing why they would like to attend, to 
McKean County Conservation Dis-
trict, 17137 Route 6, Smethport, PA 
16749 or  

sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov  

by June 13, 2025. For any questions 
or additional information, please 
contact the Conservation District 
office at 814-887-4001 for more in-
formation.   

 

For additional information and for 
those students outside of the 
McKean County area, please feel 
free to contact Jackie Manno, assis-
tant director of the Potter County 
Junior Conservation School at  

jmanno@gmail.com or 814-594-
5270. 

 

Potter County Junior Conservation School 

mailto:sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov
mailto:jmanno@gmail.com

