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Cover Crop Conversation  

held at District 

Popular Cover Crops 
 Cereal Rye  
 Sunflower 
 Field Pea 
 Red Clover 
 Radish 
 Buckwheat 

 
Cover Crop Benefits 

 

 Soil Erosion Protection 
 Less Soil Compaction 
 Improved Soil Health 
 Absorb and Retain Nitrogen 
 Weed Control 
 Increase Water Infiltration 
 Increase Soil Holding Capacity 
 Provide Habitat 
 Increased Crop Yields 

On November 15, the District helped Penn State Extension 

hold a cover crop demonstration one of the fields behind the 

office from 10AM to 12PM. In total there were 23 in attend-

ance.  

 

Doug Hering of Kings Agri-seeds presented on the basics of 

cover crops and the benefits of practicing them. Amanda Mur-

dock  and Meghan Ball of NRCS presented a rainfall simulator 

in the field that demonstrated the differences of runoff from 

bare soil to soil with a cover crop. While in the field, discus-

sion was held on the seeds mixes that were used, planting with 

a no-till drill, and the importance of planting these seeds cor-

rectly.  

 

The seeds had been planted a month prior in October to give 

them time to show some growth in time for the workshop. Dis-

cussion was held on how late timing can affect the effective-

ness of the crops based on the area weather compared to else-

where in the state.  

 

The goals of this workshop was to help to help the local farm-

ers gain a better understanding of their soil health and how 

their current practices are affecting the quality of their soil and 

water.  

Contact Sarah Carlson, Resource Technician 

at slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov.                  

or ( 814) 887-4017 for more information. 



 

 

Pennsylvania Designates Natural Disaster Areas 

Due to the recent flooding events in August, Potter and Tioga counties have been designated as primary 

counties eligible for emergency loans through the USDA Farm Service Agency. These loans will allow 

producers to receive help for recovery needs  including essential item replacement, reorganization, or refi-

nancing debts. Loans will be based on extent of losses, security, and ability of repayment. 

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible (Pennsylvania): Bradford, Cameron, Clinton, Lycoming, McKean 

Please contact your local USDA Service Center for more information 

Application Deadline: June 16, 2025 

Climate Smart Opportunities through Farm Loan Programs 

What are Climate Smart Practices? 

Climate Smart Practices are agricultural practices that have environmental benefits by capturing and isolat-

ing carbon while improving water management and soil health. 

What are some of the practices that are climate smart? 

• Precision Agriculture Equipment 

• Cover Crops 

• No/Reduced Till 

• Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment 

• Cross Fencing 

Who offers the loans? 

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers multiple loans to help an agricultural operation. Some loans pro-
vide the capital needed to invest in the practices and equipment such as conversion to no-till or establish-
ing a rotational grazing system. Loans can also be used as producer share for conservation programs where 
the USDA and the producers share implementation cost 

The practices can be as simples as building upon practices that many are already used my many farmers. 
The goals are the increase productivity of yield, increase resilience to environmental changes, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

More information can be found on Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov           

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fconservation%2Fclimate-smart%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001933093e417-e94973e6-c37c-4fa9-898e-584163c484bd-000000/DNNG6RhCqXn3QPXo2P6s4qQrv_96oYLz26GEzNh-Fn8=379

