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Dirt Gravel and Low Volume Road Project

In 2023 the McKean County Conservation District completed two projects through the Dirt Gravel and
Low Volume Road Program. One project was a dirt and gravel project and one project with a low vol-
ume road project.

Hutchins Loop Road in Sergeant Township
The dirt and gravel road project was on Hutchins Loop Road in Sergeant Township. This was the second
phase of this road project through the dirt and gravel road program. This section of Hutchins Loop im-
pacts the water quality of an UNT to Little Sicily Run, a cold water wild trout fishery. Hutchins Loop is
an entrenched road, lacking adequate crosspipes and stable outlets areas for water to get off the road.
This project included 8,740 tons of fill , 275 tons of asphalt , 14 crosspipes installed and 480’ of under-
drain. The grant request for this project was $217,472.36 which was paired with township contribution
of $71,713.64 for a total project cost of $289,186.00.
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Before: Lacking proper drainage resulting in road After: Installed underdrain and new crosspipe to

being washed out take drainage away from the road

If the above picture looks like road that your municipality 1s
struggling to maintain, please reach out to us at the Conservation
District. We will be looking at potential projects in the spring of
2024. If you believe you may have a potential project that we can

fund, please contact Lindsay Trojanowski at (814)887-4002 or email
Iktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov to get your road on the list.
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Carbide Tipped Blade Available for Free to Municipalities

The Conservation District owns a carbide tipped blade that g
is available for use by all municipalities so that they can
properly grade their road. There is no charge for use of this
equipment. Compared to straight blades, carbide tipped
blade systems more effectively cut hard surfaces and will
typically cut deeper with each pass. Carbide bits shatter §
rocks rather than pulling them out of the road, the bits also
grind off embedded rocks, allowing restoration of the road
to the desired cross section and improving adhesion of
gravel overlays. Carbide—tipped blade systems offer
numerous benefits over traditional straight grader blades |
for maintenance grading operations. This is the preferred
tool for maintaining a road surface. If your municipality is
interested in using the District’s carbide tipped blade con-
tact Lindsay Trojanowski, Resource Conservationist at
814-887-4002 or lktrojanowski(@mckeancountypa.org.

2024 ESM Training Dates and Locations

The Center’s Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) Course is an intense two-day classroom ses-
sion focused on providing the knowledge and tools necessary for road owners to maintain roads in a more
cost-efficient and environmentally sensitive manner. The course runs from 8§ am to 4 pm for two days and
includes lunch.

Potential Grant Applications: In order to be eligible to apply for Program funds, the person in charge of

work plan development and project implementation from the road-owning entity must have attended envi-
ronmentally sensitive maintenance (ESM) training within the past five (5) calendar years. This training, and
all past ESM trainings, counts as eligibility to apply for BOTH Dirt and Gravel and (paved) Low Volume
Road funds for a period of five (5) calendar years.

Below is a list of nearby in-Person ESM Training
dates and locations. For a complete list of trainings

please click Here
September 11 & 12 (Crawford County)
September 25 & 26 (Bradford County)

REMINDER

Dirt gravel and low volume road applications are due to the conservation district office no

later than 4:00 pm on Monday, September 30th. If you have and questions please contact
Lindsay Trojanowski at 814-887-4002 or email lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov
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