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A Tribute to Director, Blaine Puller  
 
On May 28th, the District lost a beloved director, Blaine Puller.  
Blaine served as director for 17 years starting as an associate 
director.  As a director, he served as Vice Chairman and Chair-
man. He also served as the Districtôs representative to the Dirt, 
Gravel and Low Volume Road Quality Assurance Board.   
 
Our memories of Blaine will never be forgotten and we will 
always remember the impact he had on our lives.  ñBlaine was 
always there for me whenever I needed.  He had great advice 
even though he always told me that he wanted to help and nev-
er hinder.  He never ever hindered!ò, said District Manager, 
Sandy Thompson.  Anyone who knows Blaine knows he loved 
to tell stories and share history with anyone willing to listen.  
Resource Conservationist, Lindsay Trojanowski recalls, 
ñBlaine would always say now ladies, if we have time I want to 
take you up this road and when we get to the top pullover be-
cause I want to tell you a story.ò  
 
There are countless areas throughout the county that will bring 
back vivid memories of Blaine and the history lessons he gave.  
Watershed Specialist Adam Causer remembers spending the 
day driving through the Scaffold Lick Area, ñBlaine told me of 
all the history of the forest, the oil and gas and mostly the coal 
industry. Stories of a hermit who lived deep in the woods sell-
ing coal he mined by hand, stories I would have never learned 
had he not been willing to share.ò 

 
We will miss our friend, the numerous conversations, 
the rides looking at roads, projects and learning the 
history of our area through all of Blaineôs stories.  
The dedication and support he gave to all of us will 
live on.   

Blaine Pullerôs Uncle Larry and Brother Roy 
standing beside a sugar maple planted in front 
of the Districtôs office in memory of Blaine. 

 

 

 

 

ñThose who touch our lives,  
stay in our hearts foreverò 
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Nominating Organizations 
 

   Nominating Organizations have a unique role in shaping the future of 

McKean County. These organizations, which must be approved by the 

State Conservation Commission, are permitted by law to nominate      

individuals to the County Commissioners for appointment to the District 

Board.  

   By providing such nominations, these groups help define membership 

on a Board that makes critical decisions about how we manage our  

growing community's natural wealth - McKean County's soils, forests, 

lakes, wetlands, rivers, and streams. The District is grateful to our    

Nominating Organizations for their continued participation and support. 

Contact the District for information about how county organizations can 

be considered for approval as Nominating Organizations. 

Nominating Organizations 
 

Penn State Extension 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
Association of Township 

Officials 
 Bar Association 

 McKean County Fair Association 
McKean County Planning 

Commission 
McKean County Historical 

Society 
McKean/Potter Farmerôs Bureau 
Upper Allegheny Watershed 

Association  
 

Directors 
 

   Jeff Larson       Chairman-Farmer 
   Chase Miles       Vice Chairman-Farmer 
   Cliff Lane                 Secretary/TreasurerðPublic 
   Tom Kreiner       Commissioner 
   Kerry Fetter       Public 
   Blaine Puller        Farmer  
   Ken Kane         Public 

         
District Staff 

 

Sandy Thompson - District Manager 
 814-887-4025  sdthompson@mckeancountypa.gov 

Adam Causer - Watershed Specialist 
 814-887-4003   accauser@mckeancountypa.gov 
Lindsay Trojanowski - Resource Conservationist 

 814-887-4002  lktrojanowski@mckeancountypa.gov 
Katelynn DeckerðConservation Technician 

 814-887-4008  kadecker@mckeancountypa.gov 
Sarah CarlsonðResource Technician 

 814-887-4017  slcarlson@mckeancountypa.gov 
 

Associate Directors 
        

Pete Mader 
Boyd Fitzsimmons 
John Stratton 
Jeff Holcomb 
Lori Coffman 
Chris Payne 

      

 

Conservation District Board Meetings are held monthly, normally on the third Wednesday of the month, at  
7:00 PM in the McKean County 911 Conference Room, Smethport. 
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Goal 1: Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality 
projects as funding and resources permit. 
 

Streambank Stabilization/Fish Habitat 
Project 
   

Adam Causer, the Districtôs Watershed 

Specialist completed eight streambank 

stabilization/fish habitat projects that were 

completed utilizing the Districtôs Stewardship funds ($22,590.00), DEPôs Growing Greener Program 

($31,935.00) and NRCS ($ 53,470.00). The Districtôs streambank stabilization initiative was started in 

2007. Since then the District has partnered with PA  Fish & Boat Commission and DEP to complete over 

100 streambank stabilization/fish habitat improvement projects on various streams throughout McKean 

County.  These projects have prevented thousands of tons of sediment from entering local watershed.   

One of the projects completed this year, shown below, is located along the East Branch of the Tunungwant 
Creek, a High-Quality Cold-Water Fishery, in Lafayette Township. The streambanks were eroding along 
the right-of-way for 150ô which was threatening a main sewer line for the Township.  The goal of this 
project was to reduce the sedimentation loading into the East Branch of the Tunungwant Creek, create 
necessary fish habitat, and stabilize the eroding streambank to protect the sewer line. The District utilized a  
150ô modified mudsill cribbing (an in-stream habitat improvement structure as designed by the PA Fish & 
Boat Commission) to provided the necessary streambank stabilization as well as providing fish habitat.   
The total cost of this project was $10,325.00. 

 
 

 

  

McKean County Conservation District 
Implement projects that maintain and improve our natural resources 
District Projects Committee 
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Goals:  
¶ Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality projects as funding and resources permit. 
(Pages 3 & 4) 

¶ Provide support to implement Agricultural BMPs as funding and resources permit. (Pages 5 & 6) 
¶ Develop a method to monitor our natural resources. (Page 7) 

 
¶ 17 Applications Ranked 
¶ 8 projects completed/ 10 designed 
¶ $54,525.00 in funding 
¶ Designed over 4,000ô of riparian buffers 



 

Goal 1: Implement stream restoration/riparian buffer/water quality 

projects as funding and resources permit. 

 

  Long-Branch Restoration Project 
 

 Pictured below is a project funded through a Growing Greener Grant awarded to the district in part to 
mitigate the extensive streambank erosion, denuded riparian corridor and degraded fish habitat within 
Long Branch, a tributary to Annin Creek a subwatershed of the Upper Allegheny.   
 
Long Branch is impaired, according to DEPôs 303d list from agricultural non-point source pollution.  The 
impairment source is grazing  in riparian zone or shoreline zones with sediment being the cause. This non-
point source pollution not only impairs the water quality, but affects and threatens the water quality of the 
Upper Allegheny River.  Conversely, restoring the water quality in this tributary watershed will remove 
the stream from the Pennsylvania Integrated List of Impaired Waters, and work to improve overall water 
quality conditions in the Upper Allegheny River.  
 
This stream lacks a balance of riffles and pools that are a direct need for any trout to have a sustainable 
habitat.  This project utilized in-stream habitat improvement structures as designed by the PA Fish & Boat 
Commission.  The district installed log framed cross vanes to establish grade and modified mud sill 
cribbing to create a stable undercut that will provide the necessary shade and cover for the aquatic life. 
Total cost of this project was $8,030.00. 
 
   

 

 

McKean County Conservation District 
Implement projects that maintain and improve our natural resources. 
District Projects Committee 
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McKean County Conservation District 
Implement projects that maintain and improve our natural resources. 
District Projects Committee 

Goal 2: Provide support to implement Agricultural BMPs as funding and  

resources permit.  

Long Branch Restoration Project 

 
The McKean County Conservation District has 
been awarded five Growing Greener Grants over 
the past 14 years for the implementation of agri-
cultural best management practices. 

 
The grants focused on the sub-watersheds of the Allegheny River, Lillibridge, Two Mile, Annin Creek, 
Newell Creek and Barden Brook to not only protect but to restore these sub-watersheds to ñattainingò sta-
tus on DEPôs Integrated List of All Waters. The District has directed over $2 million in Growing Greener 
funds to multiple landowners within the County for nutrient management planning, installation of vital 
agricultural best management practices, restoration of streambanks and creation of  acres of forested ripar-
ian buffers. 
 
This year, the District received a sixth Growing Greener Grant for $346,821.00  to fund the Long Branch 
Restoration Project. The purpose of this restoration project is to address agricultural non-point source 
(NPS) pollution as well as the streambank erosion mentioned on page 5 along a stretch of Long Branch, a 
tributary to Annin Creek a subwatershed of the Upper Allegheny Watershed.   
 
This funding will be utilized to implement Ag. BMPs: Roofed heavy use area/waste storage facility, roof 
runoff structures, perimeter fencing for rotational grazing, streambank fencing, ag. stream crossings, ac-
cess roads, animal trails, a pumping plant, watering facilities throughout the rotational grazing system, 
lined waterways or outlet, subsurface drains, and underground outlets to contain the stormwater.  All of 
these practices will have a direct environmental benefit to Long Branch to prevent nutrients from this op-
eration and sedimentation loads from entering the stream.  
 
Additional funding will be utilized through the NRCS EQIP program to match the proposed funding from 
Growing Greener for the Ag BMPs listed above as well as install 58 in-stream habitat improvement struc-
tures, and a riparian buffer consisting of trees, 
fruit bushes and various native plants  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured here is the installation of the perimeter 
fencing for the rotational grazing practice.  
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¶ 61 technical assistance to landowners 
¶ 1 project completed 
¶ 4 under construction 
¶ 3 under design 


